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AT CANTON, 



SECTION I NATURE OF THE OPIUM TRADE TO CHINA, 

AND FACTS OF THE OPIUM SURRENDER AT CANTON. 

The supply of opium for the consumption of China has been 
almost wholly produced in India. Its cultivation has been 
anxiously forced by the East India Company, in whose hands, 
throughout the Bengal Presidency, it forms a monopoly ; while 
its growth on the western side of India, is also subject to their 
control, under a system of permits to ship, which are granted 
on the payment of a heavy tax. The revenue derived by the 
Indian government from these sources has latterly approached 
two millions sterling. When the Bengal opium is collected, 
it is sold by the government at a succession of public sales to 
the merchants at Calcutta, by whom it is exported to China. 
The opium produced on the western side of India is shipped 
from Bombay to the same destination. It is stated in a recent 
petition of the merchants of Calcutta to the Lords of her 
Majesty'^s Privy Council, that while the profits of the opium 
shippers have seldom exceeded from five to fifteen per cent, on 
the government sale price, those of the government itself have 
usually varied from two hundred up to five hundred per cent. 
The alleged sanction of this trade by the British Govemtnent 
and Parliament^ as urged in a similar petition from the mer- 
chants of Bombay, may possibly be put more strongly than is 
warranted by the literal terms of legislative settlement of the 
British trade with China. But doubtleas^ Ua ^il\^\.^\!^^^ *9>sc\.^ 
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peculiar features, as a contraband traffic, came fully before par- 
liament in the evidence led, and during the discussions which 
took place, not only on the last renewal of the Company's 
commercial charter, but also more recently in the arrange- 
ments made upon the opening of the free trade. 

The mouth or entry of the river, up which, at the distance 
of about forty miles, the city of Canton is situated, and com- 
monly designated the Bogue, is described as appearino; scarcely 
so broad as the Thames at London, It passes between, and is 
commanded by two fortresses on its shores, erected opposite 
to each other. The river within and above the Bogue, forms 
what are denominated the INSIDE WATERS, while the 
space without the same point, seaward, is denominated the 
OUTSIDE WATERS. Ail vessels bound up the river pay 
certain dues on passing the Bogue, and are there held to be- 
come subject to the Chinese cnstom-house. Whatever sway 
the celestial emperor may claim over the outside waters, his 
jurisdiction, so far as regards the British flag, has not, in point 
of fact, been acknowledged.* Lintin is a small island of the sea, 
lying about forty miles from the Bogue. Off this island, as well 
as at other points of the outer waters, there exist anchorages, at 
which are stationed certain store ships, used as depots, for the 
reception of the opium, as it arrives from India, and before it 

"It ihould not bo (oo olten repeated tbat the great m&ra of thii properly wu 
not Id China wiil«ra, and therefore not eoDlrabaud at the time ; it vas neither 
seized, nor pbyricBtlj nor legally aeiiable by the Cbin^ie government when 
giien iqi." — Addrtit to the Atiocialion and Ckambeti of Commerce in Gnat 
Briiain, from Bombay, dated SBM Nov., 1S39. 

The impatency of Ibe naiul ealabllebment of Cbioa, must of itself DecoBBarlly 
prerent its government from <fe/fic<o, eiercising any dominion over tlie seas Bioand 
its coasts. This has bilberlo been (he case not onl; so far as regards foreign 
states, but also with respect to mere pirata, a BueceBsion of wbom (some 
of Ihom oven Cbioeae), have at differant periods set the govemmment Heels 
at defiance, and carried on with jnipunlty along its whole coastB, a syilein 
of deTastal.on and plnnder. Yet by (be law of nadona (Tattel, B. I, Ch. S3, 
sect. 389), a gotemment can have no authority or exclusive rights Over the w« 
eveu neiir [ts own coasts, " lo far ai it is iiicapaMe of cawing Ike eiune to be n. 
ijiKlcd," and ibsl lo cl^m sueb rigbti without Iho power ot pnutiBalli/ suppactioK 
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can bo conveniently disposed of. Of late years, a few amall 
British owned vbhsbIs have been engaged in selling opium to 
the native smugglers, on various points of the Chinese seas and 
coast, at a distance from Canton ; but a large proportion of 
the quantity of it, introduced into China, is smuggled by native 
boats, which purchase it from the deposit ships at Lintin, and 
the other anchorages, carrying it away, and introducing if in to 
the country at their own risk. 

Although by the letter of sundry edicts of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, this trade has been nominally prohibited, it has never- 
theless, been practically carried on in the most open and 
systematic manner. Its existence has been perfectly known 
to the government and authorities at Canton, who have con- 
nived at, and directly or indirectly participated in its illicit 
gains,* Indeed upon no other supposition than such permitted 

* " The profesaod oppoailioQ of (lie government of China la the introduction of 
opium is of long stiuiding. But tip to within Ibe lost two yeare the trade con- 
tinued one of the Bafeet and raost regular, tbe on); difficulty being the occanonBl 
eiaction bj the Manduins of a higher foe from the Bmugglers, and a temporary 
Btoppoge of deliveries until adjustments of such points could be made. 

'• Such ia the corrupt nature of the Chinese govamment, that the lower cub- 
tom-houEe officers, who are appointed to keep down smuggling, are frequently the 
persons by whose inBtrumentality it ii carried on." — Ecitfenceo/ CliarUi Marjari. 
banki, Erq. Lail Report on Eait India Compani/ Afain, March 1830. 

" The Chinnae are oppressed with one of tbe most corrupt goveriunoQl» that 
ever weighed down the energiesofa people." — Ibidem. Question 237. 

"I have seen four Mandarin boata eurrounding mj ship when I had thirty 
ehegts of opium, which I aold to the smuggling boats lying aJongaide, while one 
Mandarin boat was lying ahead, another astern, and another aside of my ehlp, to 
prevent smuggling. It always struck me that there was an understanding bo- 
twcen the Hmugglers and the Mandarin boats. There ia an apparent vigilance 
kept up which has no eiistence." — Enidcnce of Mr. John Akcn, thipmaitet. 
Ibidem, t Qveationi 2000 and 2001. 

" The government of Cnnlon had placed itself in so false a position by its long 
uaunaB a{ leertt and carrnpt practice in relation to the prohibited drug, that it 
was even disabled from interfering to protect its own aubjeclg at Lintin, where 
■be smugglers lay in opendeHaoce of law and control."— Dat'ifs' China. Vol. 1^ 
page\i3. 

" All offices, from the bigboet to Iho lowest, under tbe Chinese gnvemmeBt, 
boiog objoets of sola, the holders consider themselves justified in resorting to 
every poi^ble eitortion iu order to obtain the largost letuni for the capital 
exfcndtdaa the purchase."— AfoUeiMi's China Trtxda. Pogei %V uiiA^a. 
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facilities, could we explain tlie rapid increase of the consump- 
tion of opium, which in twenty years has risen from 6000 to 



*' The amoonl <it official iQcome thU tney have satlsRed the officer of one yeat 
will be Founil iDBuSicienl; for his Buccessor. Picaa and preteocea for requiriag 
donations, under so despotic a govemnienl, are easily found, and nol easily 
evaded.'— Paper bt, Mr E'phUitaie, laid befort Iht Novie cf Xorrfi, 1921. 

" It ia from corrupt iofluenoe that llie aeleotian for Ihe [irinoipal offlcera in Uie 
varioBB local goveramenla proceeds. The ManduioB in Lhe enjoyment of Lha Im- 
perial favour at Pekin dispow, in mOBt eaiea, of llie situations of profit and au- 
thority to those who give the beat price." — Paptrt laid by the DlrKlart befort 
tkt HmuenfLordi, 1821. 

" Thia trade has conlinned one of the safest and moat regular ; the B»ly dif- 
Jlealtg btiip how and then a higher fn exacted bg the Mandarinn from (Ac 

Canton Preii, No. 23. 

"Though the imperial eo'emmenl nomiDolly professed itself hostile to the opium 
trade, it was carried on entirely by means of the eonnI»ance of its officer* — nay, 
tbey became at length the smugglers thcmselvca, receiving the opium from the 
ahipi at Lintin into the government cruisers, and delivering it to Ihe dealers. 
TTntil within the last two years, foreigneri did not themselves attempt to smnggle, 
they merely delivered from on board their ships to the Chinese soiugglcn. 
HoveTer notoriously illegal the trade was, it is yet not less notorious, that it waa 
connived at ani protected by the local anthorities. In fad, Ihe boats of the 
Chineae preventive service were let out by their commanders for the transport of 
opitmi, and sach waa the avidity with which the Mandarins watched the trade 
wUch they had auccuedcd in making their own, that it was not to impnsaihle 
for Ihe nativos to smuggle wlthont their counivanco. The Handarioa had a re- 
gular price, which varied from SO to 60 dollars per cheat. The boats on the river 
had carried on their illicit trade perfectly openly, frequently, we believe, landing 
opium In open day, or delivering it to the revenue ccuiaera at Whampoa." — 
Con/on Preii, SIh March, 1839, A'o. 183. 

" Although opium was prohibited in former times, yet [ho penally ineoltitd aol 
any puaiihment of icterity. This was cansed by (he mild nature of the laws, by 



^atioa hting made into your conduct. 
r buroa with deaire to put an end to it."— iVo- 
T Linn to alt foreigner; 21th Mareh, 1839. 



yavr clandtAine traffic 

Now, however, our holy emperoi 

damoHonofthc Imperial Commit 

Caalon Preii, No. 169. 

" Formerly the prohibition of our empire might icell hi comidered indulgent, 
and therefore it was, that the opium ruahed in.'' — Proclamalion of the Imperial 

CoiAmiaioner Linn, I8M Mareh, 1839. 

" The prohibition! formerly enacted by the celestial court against opium leert 
cOK^mraiively leii, and it u-ot yet peiiitle to emvggh the drug into varioui parti.'' 
— Ibidem. 
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30,000 cheste : — the value of the latter extent being not lees 
than twenty millions of dollars, which, at tho exchange of five 
ebillinga, is equal to five millions sterling. This single fact 
proves the prohibition to have actually been a dead letter ; 
and aa a general principle, the conduct and continuous practice 
of a government seem, to ita own subjacts, and still more to 
foreigners, to be the fairest index of what its intentions seri- 
ously are, in regard to any point of domestic policy, which 
they involve. 

On the expiry of the East India Company's monopoly, the^jajjts^ 
British trade at Canton was placed by parliament under the ^- '^'"p- 
control of a resident Commissioner, to be appointed by the 
crown, under the title of " A SUPERINTENDENT." 
This public functionary was created on the express **''"''^" b^I,'" tS 
tion aTtd requisition of the Chinese govei-nment, that the British J^^ gl""' 
govmftmmt should send out a chirf over the trade, whom the 
Canton authorities might deal with as such. 

Without detailing the royal commission under which Cap- 
tain Elliot was constituted her Majesty's Superintendent at 
Canton, it is sufficient to assume, that he stood invested with 
the official character, powers, and duties contemplated by the 
statute. 

In December 1838, the Chinese authorities exhibited symp- 
toms of a more serious determination to suppress the smug-' 
gling of opium, so far as carried on within the inner waters. 
The threatened execution, on the 17th of that month, , 
of a native opium dealer, and a consequent riot of the ' 
Chinese mob in front of the foreign factories, appear to have 
led to now and special communings on the point, between her 
Majesty's Superintendent and the British, as well as other 
foreign residents ; and also between him and the Chinese 
authorities. It is important here to mark, as the result of 
these, (what will be found proven by the documents referred 
to,) that official measures had actually been taken by the Su- 
perintendent, with the approbation of the provincial government 
ofCanton,/or the complete and final suppression ofopiumsmug- 
ffling, so far as carried on by British subjects witiwn. tK« wiwt 



i 



^ 



REDRESS FOB OPIFM SUBBEKDER. 

vatert, to Khick the imvudiaU complaint* of (Ad Ciinege autk^- 
ritiei se^mfor the time, at Uatt, to iare been limited.* 

' " CapUin Elliol, >t ■ meetiiig of ILe Britiih reaidenli uu) other foreigners 
ealhid byhim. (I7(h December. I83S,) oliMrTed thai tlie evenU ortbe Iwt we«k 
(ihF Ihrestened eieculioa and riot), moat bsie neceoarily eoga^d ihe uixious 
conndenlion of the whole foreign conunuDlli in China. Seeking Tor the im- 
mediale ■ource of thii criu'cal intemipljon of Ihe lunal coone of cTenU. he felt 
hound to Bay, that fae fcnmd it in the existence of an eiEensTe traffic In opium, 
condocted by amall boaU npoo (he river. It became him to eipluo the conne 
whicb ll iraa bia purpose to punnie, with (ho view to the re-est^lishment of K 
aafer and more creditable condidoa of circunutucea. He shonid fOTtbwiih tervs 
a notica uponlbe bott« in the riier.to (he effect, that if they were Britiib owned, 
and were rather actually or occuionally engaged In Ihe (nSc, thry muil proeerd 
attttiib, mlhi* lArtt dat/i, a»d eiatt la nlHTm rilh anif limilar p«miu ,■ and 
thai failing their eonfonaity with these injunctions, be should [ilace himself In 
commimicalioa with (be provincial goiemmetit, nod frankly and folly eipreu hja 
own views npon the oeeeAiary and perfectly admissible treatment by it of ao 
urioos an evil. He conclnded. by anxiously conjnring the community to lend 
him tbeir hearty support, and eo-oparalion on the present occasion." — CbhIqh 
RigilfT, IStA DtctmbtT, I83S. 

*'I hereby formally cive notice, and require that all British owned Khoooera, 
cutters, be, engaged in the illicit oplom traiSc, wilhin (he Boeca Tigris, shall |ir». 
need forth of the some, and not return, bting mgagai ■'■ Ike inU ilUtil apfsn 
lraffir."—PMMic notice by Ihe Superintendent, dated Canbm, letA Dtcrmter, 
ISOfl. Canlon Pmi, No. 173. 

" Tlie undenigned finds the immediate loorce of thie dangerous slate of tliiag* 
in the eiirtence of an opium trafGp conducted in small craft viVAJn lAe 
Titer. The goTemmenl of the British nation, will regard these evil practices with 
no leelingi of leniency, but on the conlrary, with severity. He cannot fulfaftillj 
declare, that hla injunctions agoinEt this traffic have been fulfilled. He baa, 
therefore, to request that jonr Eicellency will dgnil^ your pleasure, eo that all 
fliose concerned may know that (he UDdersigDed baa received your Eiccllencj'B 
onthorily for this notice. Bis gracioiH Sovereign would not interpose for the 
protection of their property after your Kicellency'i public waraing shall be made 
known to them.'— fijfracl /row an Addrtii lo the Gortmor of Canton, bg tht 
Superintitndrrnl, S3d Ittcemfter, 1838. Canton. Preii. No. IT4. 

'' Semng that the Supetlnlendent has plainly stated that (he government oftbs 
Britiah nation will not regard these evil practices, with feelings of leniency, bnt 
on Ihe conlrary, with severity, it is clear thai he yil kai a distinct indxritandinf 
41/ Ail duly, at a reprtiier o/ecil and a proleetoT of goad. His reqneat is there- 
fore granted, and the prefect and commandant of Knangtung shall be directed 
in the adoption of measures, suited lo the occasion. The Superintendent afbre. 
■aid, must futhfolly order away every one of the said boats, and (nun never per- 
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On tholTthof March, 1839, Linn, the imperial commiBsioner, 
who had arrived from Pekin, armed with powers to sappress 
the opium trade, issued an edict requiring that all opium lying 
in the deposit ships at Liutin, or other offings, should immedi- 
ately be delivered over to the Chinese government, and also 
that all foreigners should subscribe bonds of security for each 
other as well as for themaelvea, engaging that henceforward, 
no opium should be brought to China, under certain penalties, 
to the nature of which we shall afterwards have occasion to 
allude. In order to enforce obedience to these demands, the 
whole British and other foreign residents at Canton were pro- 
hibited from leaving it, and were confined in the factory under 
personal restraint. 

On the 25th of March, the foreigners thus imprisoned, gave 
a solemn written pledge to abstain in future from all dealings 
in opium. This appears to have been insufficient to satisfy 
the Chinese government; and on the 27th March, the super- 
intendent, who, on the 2ith, had gone up from Macao to Canton 
found himself there, notwithstanding his official character, a 
captive,andtbreatBnedwith personal violence, equally with other 
foreigners. Thus situated, he was constrained to issue a public 
notice requiring the surrender, into his hands, of all opium 
belonging to British subjects, for the purpose of being delivered 
over to theChinese government. Immediately onthe Superin- 
tendent's arrival at Canton, the coercive force around the tac- 
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tones was increased. — Three rows of boats, filled with police 
and soldiers, were stationed there, completely hemming in him- 
self and the other foreign residents, and rendering their escape 
altogether impossible. The streets leading from the square 
E, into the town were blocked up, and no natives allowed to com- 
muDicate with the foreign factories. In obedience to the Super- 
intendent's requisition, 20,283 chests of opium were surrender- 
edtothe Superintendent, and thereafter by him to the Chinese 
govemment. The value of the property of which British Bub- 
jecte were thus forcibly despoiled may be fairly estimated at 
^3,000,000 aterlinfr. It is farther important to add, that al- 
though the largest proportion of the opium surrendered was at 
the time of the imperial commissioner's requisition, lying in the 
deposit ships at Lintin, or other near ofEngs, this was not the 
case with regard to the whole of it. A considerable portion was 
on board of various schooners, or other smaller vesseb, which 
were then either disposing of their cargoes to the native vessels 
on various distant points off the Ohineso coast, or in their 
course to similar destinations, and therefore in both cases at 
sea. These cargoes having been also consigned to the caufined 
residents at Canton were included in the demanded surrender.* 
The consignees were therefore under the necessity of dispatch- 
ing fast sailing boats after these vessels with orders, that they 
should return for the purpose of delivering up their cargoes to 
the Chinese government, along with those of the deposit ships 
in the nearer offings. Moreover, there having been ultimately 
found, (after the whole opium was collected,) 200 short of the 
20,2S3 chests required to be delivered, the Superintendent was 
under the necessity of purchasing from other holders that 
quantity to make up the deficiency. 

By a final public notice (4th May), the Superintendent for- 
mally withdrew the British trade from Canton, enjoining all 

• The Suparinlendent can liave bo difficulty in ascerliuninE from all Ihs 
fureignarB the precisa amounti o! the opium, and immodiBlclj writing out a clear 
jtalsmeDt thereor, he must not malte aa untrao report leM he bring on himHif ths 
offence a( cancealing, daceifing, and glossing over. Beware at Ihis.—Rfptfi of 
Iht CammiiimeT Linn lo Ihc SupttMendtm. Canlan Prtti, No. II 
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her MajeBty''s subjects, ao soon aa thej should obtain pnaaporta, 
to leave it, and remove their property on board certain Britiah 
veasels at Whampoa, to be conveyed to Macao, where the 
Portugueae government had pledged itself to afford her 
Majesty'a aubjecta every protection in its power. This sns- 
penaion of commercial intercourse atill continnes, ItB object 
evidently is, to prevent any conduct on the part of her Majeatj'a 
Superintendent, or subjects, which might imply their acqui- 
escence in the wrongs they have sustained ; and to keep 
matters as they stand with the Cliinese perfectly entire, to 
await the decision and interference of the Britiah government. 

The author ia here anxious to premise, that, in the 
argument which follows, nothing can be farther from 
his intention, than to justify any future continuance what 
ever of that system of traffic, under which the Chinese 
smugglers have been supplied by Britiah subjects, with so 
large a qantity of a drug, which, if used to extent, and for 
other than medicinal purposes, must be followed with the most 
pernicioua effects on the constitution and morals of its victims. 
He, on the contrary, cordially agrees with that philanthropic 
party, who now urge tho British government to take measures 
for effectually and finally preventing its future revival. 

But the right of the Chinese government, to coerce the 
surrender of the stock of opium, on board of the ships and 
vessels in the outer waters, and especially by the means which 
they have used, is a totally different quextion, and the only 

i9 now to be considered. 
CTION 11— THE RIGHT OF THE BRITISH TO REQUIRE 
BEDHEas FROM THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT. 
Hei 
ircl 
nar. 



bHER Majesty's Superintendent in his public notice of ii3d 

rcb, refers to certain acts of the Ohineae authorittefl, aepreii- 

inar^ to those extreme measures, to which they afterwaj-da 
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esorted. " The considerations (aays ho) tliat have moved the 
undersigned to give public notice to all Hei Majesty's eubjecta, 
that he is without confidence in the justice and moderation 
of the (Chinese) provincial government, are — the dangerous, 
nnpreeedented, and unexplained circumstance of the public 
execution of an opium smuggler, before the factories at 
Canton, to the immense hazard of life and property, and 
total disregard of the honour and dignity of his own and 
the other western govoramcnts, whose flags were recently 
flying in that square — the unwiuai attemblage of troops, 
vegsels o/ war, fre ships, and otlter menacing preparations ; — 
the communication, by the command of the provincial go- 
vernment, that foreigners were forbidden to seek for pasaporta 
to leave Canton, {if not an act of declared war, at least its 
immediate and inevitable preliminary,) — and lastly, the 
threatening language of the high commissioner and provincial 
' autboritiea, of the most general application, and dark and 
violent character." 

Without inquiring how far the menacing character of the 
preliminary proceedings on the part of the Chinese authorities 
here described, amounted in themselves to a positive breach 
of the amicable relations previonsly existing, let us examine 
those other and more special acts of hostility subsequently per- 
petrated against British subjects, and their property. 

In the first place, the immediate objects of iho ulterior mea- 
sures, adopted by the Chinese authorities, (viz., the surrender 
of all opium consigned to the imprisoned residents at Canton, 
whether lying in the deposit ships anchored in the nearer 
offings of the outer waters, or on board of the trading craft, at 
a distance on the Cliinese coast ; as well as the subscription 
by all foreign residents of joint bonds, to abstain, in future, 
from all dealings in opium,) wore such, as the government of no 
country had a right to demand from the subjects of another. 
Although opium was certainly a contraband article, and the 
Chinese authorities were entitled to go and seiixe the drug 
wherever it could be found within their custom-Jwute jtiriadio- 
tion, it by no means follows, that they were also entitled to re- 
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quire, generallif, that all opium which might poseiUy be on 
board of the deposit ships in the offinga of the outer waters, 
or elsewhere, should be surrendered to them. Still lesa were 
they entitled to make such a demand, upon all foreigners, 
not only for themselves individually, but also as held re- 
sponsible for each other, without any regard to their actual 
conneKion, or disconnexion with the trade— or to their distinc- 
tion from each other, as subjects of diiferent nations. Suppose 
an organized system of smuggling French brandies into this 
country, to be carried on by British smugglers, from certain 
French deposit ships, anchored in mid-channel, be.vi'iii ^.ng- 
land and France, and the brandies on board of them to be 
secretly under the control of certain French merhants re- 
siding in London, as consignees or otherwise, it cannot be 
doubted, that if the British government, instead of seizmg 
the brandies on board of the smuggling boats, or on shore, 
after being landed, or elsewhere, within the jurisdiction of 
the British custom-house, were to demand, generally, from 
certain French subjects residing here, the surrender of all 
brandies, which might possibly be on board the deposit ships, 
such a proceeding would be held as an act of hostility towards 
France, The same demand on the part of Great Britain, 
would become more complicated, were we to draw closer still 
the parallel between it and our case with the Chinese govern- 
ment, by supposing it to bo made, not upon certain French 
subjects, as specific opium owners, but upon all French subjects 
generally, or upon all foreigners indiscriminately. Even sup- 
posing the French deposit ships to be anchored so near the 
British coast, as to be within the jurisdiction of the British 
custom-houso, that additional feature of the case, would not 
render a genercd demand on French subjects in London for a 
surrender one whit more legitimate. The only proper remedies 
would then be, the seizure of the brandies themselves on board 
of the deposit ships, or elsewhere, in the progress of their being 
actually smuggled into this country. Neither would our con- 
Kdmion be different, if we could suppose the French deposit 
bipfi so strong, and the British preventive service so ^ea.t,T!& 
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to render a seiznre oftheaame difficult; because every govem- 
meut is responsible for the practical efficiency of its own custom 
honse force, and is not entitled to supply its deficiencies in that 
department, by a violation of the rights of other nations. 

With regard to the other demand of the Chinese govern- 
ment, for joint bonds of security by all foreigners for each 
other, not only that all vessels bringing opium in fatnre, 
should, with their cargoes, be surrendered for confiscation, but 
also, that all parties concerned therein, should tciffin^/y submit to 
the doom of capital punishment ; no argument can be re- 
quired to prove that it was as unjust and unreasonable, aa it 
was contrary to the laws of civilized nations. On the 
25th of March, seven "days after the proclamation of the 
imperial commission, requiring a joint bond from every 
foreigner, had been issued, they gave the following pledge, 
to abstain from all dealings in opium : " The foreign mer- 
chants, of all nations, in Canton, have received, with profound 
respect, the edict of His Exeelloncy, the Imperial Commis- 
sioner, and now beg leave respectfully to address His Excel- 
lency, having already communicated through the Hong mer- 
chants their intention of doing so with the leant possible tMay. 
They beg to represent, that being now made fuUt/ aicare of 
the Imperial command for the entire abolition of the traffic in 
opium, the undersigned foreign merchants hereby pledge 
themselves not to deal in opium, nor la attempt to introduce it 
ittto the Chinese empire. Having now recorded their solemn 
pledge, they have_only further respectfully to state to Hia 
Excellency, that as individual foreign merchants, they do not 
possess the power of controlling such extensive and important 
matters as those treated of in His Excellency's edict ; and 
and they trust His Excellency will approve of leaving a final 
settlement, to be arranged through the representatives of their 
respective nations." 

Nothing qould be more (a.\i and reasonable than this voluntary 
pledge. It is distinct, broad, and unqualified, not only express- 
ly excluding all future importations of opium, but also virtually 
implying the withdrawment from the Chinese coast, of that 




very atock in the outer waters, of which the Ohinose goveru- 
ment had domanded a surrender. Had its real bees its pro- 
fessed object — the suppression of the opium traiEc — here 
was that object already effected, so far, at least, as its ac- 
complishment depended upon the British mcrcliants, then resi- 
dent at Canton ; while, in so far as it might depend upon new 
and future visitors, a similar pledge from all such could easily 
have been made a condition of their admission to Canton. The 
subsequent oppressive and arbitrary measures of the Chineso 
government, were therefore altogether unneeeasary for the ob- 
ject in view. 

" But, in the second place, if the Chinese demands for a 
surrender of opium, and for joint bonds, were thus contrary 
to the laws of nations, still more so, wore the means by which 
such demands were enforced. These means cannot be better 
described than by the Britieh superintendent's own public notice 
of 27th March. 

"I, Charles Elliot, chief superintendent of the trade of<^* 
British subjects ia China, phesently fohcibly detained by the 

PROVlNaAL GOVERNMENT, TOGETHER WTTH ALL THE MEBCHANT8 
OF MY OWN AND THE OTHER FOREIGN NATIONS SETTLED HEBE, WITH- 
OUT SUPPLIES OF FOOD, DEPillVED OF OCR SEEVANTS, AND CUT OFF 
7B0M ALL INTEHCODHSE WITH OOK RESPECTITE COUNTIUSB, (NOT- 
WirBSTANDING MY OWN OFFICIAL DEMANDS TO BE SET AT LIBERTY, 

BO THAT I MIGHT ACT WITHOUT RBsTKAiNT,) havc HOW received 
the commands of the high commissionei-, issued directly to 
me, under the seals of the honourable officers, to deliver into 
lua hands all the opium held by the people of my country. 
Now, I, the said chief suporin ten dent, ikus cotutratned, by para- 
mount motizes, affecting the eafety of the lives and liberty of ail 
the foreignerg here present in Canton, and by other weighty 
causes, do hereby, in the name, and in behalf of her Britannic 
Majesty's government, enjoin and require all Her Majesty's 
subjects, now present in Canton, forthwith to make a surrender 
to me for the service of her said Majesty's governments, to be 
delivered over to the government of China, of all the opium 
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.under their respeetivB control, &c ." — By the published con- 
ditiona of surrender, breach of faith ia threatened to be 
YJaited " after three dajE of loose performance of engagements, 
'with the cutting off the supplies of fresh water — after three 
days more, with tho stoppage of food, — and after three days 
more, with the last dee/ree o/iev^ity, (capital puniahment) on 
the tindersiffned himself^ 

The means of coercion, as thus described, appear to have 
been twofold. They were not only actual, consiBting of per- 
sonal confinement — deprivation of food, of servants, of comma- 
nication from without, but also threatened, consisting of capital 
punishment, in case the commissioner's demands should not 
be complied with : — all these being, notwithstanding the 
official demands of the superintendent to be set at liberty. 
The surrender of opium is here deelared to have been abso- 
lutely necessary, in order to save the lives and liberties, not 
only of the superintendent himself, but also of all foreigners 
then under confinement ; and as from this declaration, as well 
as from the imperative tone of the commissioner's requisition, 
the menaces of that functionary must be presumed to have 
been sincere, his proclaimed determination to vitit disobedience 
with death, must, in this question, be /teld as equivalent to 
t/ie actual execution of that sentence. The will must be taken 
for the deed, seeing that the latter was not perpetrated, only 
because the obedience of the threatened parties rendered its 
actual execution unnecessary. 

But besides marking tho nature and extent of tho personal 
coercion used, it is also material, in this case, to distinguish 
the various parties against whom it was directed. Its private 
victims were not only tho whole British subjects, but also all 
other foreigners in China, without distinction of nation, and 
without any rogard to the fact expressly admitted by the im- 
perial Oomfnissioner himself, that, whatever participation in the 
opium trade, some of the individuals under confinement might 
secretly have had, there were others amony them, altoyether 
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itnaccttsed and innocent of any mch charge,* This bullying 
functionary seem^ to have determined, that the obligation of 
joint responsibility come under by the Hong merchanta for 
each other, on their appointment to office, should also be applied 
to all foreigners for each other. 

But passing from private individuals, we cometo the still moro 
important application of the coercive measures which have been 
specified to Captain Elliot in hupublic character of her Majesty' » 
Superintendent. Even although this o6Scer had been no more 
than an ordinary consul, the laws of nations would have guar- 
anteed to him " all the liberty and safety necessary in the pro- 
per dischargeof his functions. "■f — Ho would even then have been 
held "independentofthe ordinary criminal courtsofjuaticeof the 
place where he resided, bo as not to be molested or imprisoned, 
while even for the commission of a crime, he would have been 
entitled to be sent home in order for punishment by hia own 
Bovereign.'^J His public character, as a British functionary, 
however, was far stronger than that of an ordinary consul. 
The superin tendency was an office entirely new, and without 
precedent. It was created by an act of parliament, on the ex- 
press re(|uest of the Cliincse authorities. That act defines the 
purpose of the superintendent's office to be the '•^protecting 
and promoting of such trade," and empowers the crown to con- 
fer on bim ^^ powers and authorities over, and in respect of the 
trade and comnierce of hia Majesty's subjects teitUin any part of 
the said dominions, and to impose penalties, fojfeittires, or im- 
prisonment for the breach of ant/ such directions or regulations 
to be enforced in such manner, as in the said order or orders, 

* " In reference to those vagabond foreigDBFB, wba reuile iti tbe foreign Hangs, 
and are in [he habit of Belling opimn, I ttlreody know thoir OEunes full well, and 
those good foreigners, who do not deal in opium, I un no less acquainted with 
them siso."— Proclamation of the Imperial ComiHisiioncr, 1S(A March, 1839. 

The only approximation to an accusation agoinit specific individuals of the 
foreign rBsidenla aa opium dealers seBma lo have taken place so long afterwardi 
IS the 4th of May, 1S39, when a liat was publishod of aiileen of Uieai, ofuhom 
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shall be Bpecified ;" also, " to create a court of justice with 
criminal and admiralty jariadiction, for the trial of o£Fencea 
committed by his Majesty's subjects within the said dominions, 
and the porta and havens thereof,""* Judges empowered by the 
sovereign to hold courts in his name, are, on general principle, 
kU representatines, in so far as regards the exercise of their func- 
tions ; and whether in this instance we look to the ministerial 
character of the superintendent as regulator and controller of 
the British trade at Canton — to his judicial character as head 
of the court of law there established, or, to the nature and 
title of the Jtoyal Commission, under which these wore con- 
stituted, all of them combine to prove, that he must be held to 
have been a public minister of the crown of Great Britain, 
at least of the second or third order, and as such invested with 
the representation, of his soterelgn.-\ In that representative 
character his person was not only sacred and inviolable, but 
independent of the jurisdiction of the Chinese govemment.J 

This branch of the argument might have been stated in a 
few self-evident propositions. An object lawful in itself may 
be accomplished by unlatrful as well as lawful means. Even 
where an object is lawful, the use of unlaic/al mean» forms as 
decided a violation of the law, as if that object were itself also 
unlawful — a legitimate end ii no jmtiJicatioH of illegitimate 
meant. The actual seizure of contraband goods within the 
jurisdiction, from which they are prohibited is a lawful object, 
but the constrained surrender of the same goods before they 
are actually smuggled or in progress of being so, by the per- 
sonal coercion of a foreign public minister, or of all foreigners, 
is an unlawful mode of accomplishing the same seizins. 

• 34 of William IT„ chap. 93, sec. S i «. 

f " If Ihe Prinie BCnds an agent with creilendiilii, sod for public affsfra, ih* 
agent from (hat lime, becoatt a public miniiler, Iht liHe niakei no atteratian.'' 
Valtel, book 4, chap. 6, iec. 73. also, 69. 

t " The inriolability of a puhlic minister, or tha safely duo lo him, mora 

redly Mid pBTticulurty, than [a any olher person, whether foreigner or native, 
ia not bia only prltilego. He it, farther, by the unitersal practice of notions, lt> 
oi^oy an sotire iDdependeace from Ihe juriadiction and aolhority of Ihe ilate, 
where he residea." Ibidem, sec. S2, olao, FuBendDrf. Book i, chap. 3, HO. 33. 
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Thus, whether we examine the mere demands of the Chinese 
authorities in themselves, or the means by which they were 
enforced, a gross wrong and insult, not only against Bri- 
tish subjects and property, but also against the dignity of the 
British crown, have been perpetrated by the Chinese Grovern- 
ment. This conclusion, has here been built, upon the single 
and isolated fact, of the coerced surrender of opium under the 
measures taken by the Imperial Commissioner, and consequently 
without any reference whatever, to the peculiarities which dis- 
tinguish the position of the opium consignees. It is a conclu- 
sion, to which the preceding inquiry must have led, even if the 
opium traf&c had never received any sanction, from the ac- 
quiescence and participation of the Chinese authorities ; and 
although, prior to the actual surrender of the stocks afloat on the 
outer waters, no voluntary approaches had been made by the 
Superintendent, and the British subjects under his control, for 
a final suppression of trade. But in aggravation of the unjusti- 
fiable measures of the Imperial Commissioner, we must also 
keep in view the peculiar circumstances, — palliative or exculpa- 
tory — existing in the position of these parties at the time before 
their property was surrendered. 1 st. The prohibitions against 
the trade, had not only been nearly a dead letter, but actually 
rendered so, by the Chinese functionaries themselves.* 2nd, The 
opium traffic within the jurisdiction of the Chinese custom- 
house, had on recent serious complaints, made against it by the 
Chinese authorities, been suppressed by the official prohibi- 
tions of the Superintendent, with the approbation not only of 
the foreign residents, but also in terms more express, of the 
Chinese authorities themselves"}- — and Srdly, when the Imperial 
Commissioner announced his measure against the opium traffic 
of the outer waters, a solemn pledge had been given, by the whole 
foreign residents, which guaranteed, not only, expressly their 
future abstinence from all connection with the trade, in every 
form, but also virtually, the withdrawment from the Chinese 
coast, of the stock of opium in the outer waters.J Thus, even 
if the surrender enforced by the Imperial Commissioner, had. 

• See pages 3, 4 hereof. + Ibidem, p&%e& ft»1 . X WA^ttv^ ^^•jjjB»Vi>^ V^ 
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been otherwise warranted by the law of nations, these prior 
and special features of tho caae, should in justice and equity, 
have deterred him from reeorting to such a measure. 

Finallt/,aa additional fact, which affords a strong presumption 
against the bona fides of the Imperial Commissioner, in forcing 
the surrender of so much British property, is his subsequent 
offer of 6 or 6 lbs. of tea for every chest of opium which ha 
extorted — a remuneration too paltry to be accepted, but quite 
sufficient to indicate Us own consciownegs of the wrong which he 
Itad committed. 

Some persons in their general hostility to the opium trade, 
maintain that tlie Chinese government does not acknowledge 
the laws of nations, and therefore cannot be restrained by these 
in its conduct towards foreigners and their property- 

The Chinese people are eminently disposed to commerce, 
which they have prosecuted extensively for many hundred 
years, not only by the admiasies of foreign ships to China, but 
also by sending out their own vessels to all the countries of 
Western India,* They cannot plead, the position of the Japan- 
ese, who prohibit all intercourse with foreigners, aud might 
therefore perhaps, be more plausibly said, to have withdrawn 
themselves from tho community of nations. But even to them 
auch a plea would not be competent. Although the bandit 
may set up a government of his own, and declare his renuncia- 
tion of the laws of the community to which he owes allegiance, 
the rest of society will nevertheless enforce against him the 
penal consequences of these for the protection of persons and 
property. The principle which thus rules between individuals 
of the same community, also applies to the intercourse of 



• " Tlie commerciftl iiilprcourse belween the Cliinese und foreigner! hu eon- 
tinuod for more Uinn three hiindreiJ years. — Whal wu Ihere tn render impOBribto 

a free commerciaJ inierchttngH of goodg belween Oiase [lartics Noibing." — 

Ediclnflhe Commimioncr L!n«, 17(A March, IB39. 

"So far back Ha Hi78, (he. Viceroy of Canlon iovjled llie English laoalsblisba 
fiilorj thara."— MoM«oii'< China Tradi. 

" II la beoause our greal eraperore in their imiiersal beoeTolflnce, have granled 
j'oo commerciBj pritilegeB, that jou have been favoured with these advanlagei." — 
^diet i^X tXt Imperial Comxnittxo^eT Linn, 18(li M.rich,\Sa«. 
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nations with each other. > The laws di nations, founded on th^ 
laws of nature and of man, cannot be thrown off, by any single 
community with respect to the- vest; and should such an 
attempt be made, it is the right and duty of all the others to 
take care that it is not successful.* 

Another answer to this fancied exemption of the Chinese 
government from the authority of the law of nations, is, that if 
we once admit its principle^ there are no acts of violence or 
injustice against the personal property and honour of other 
nations, which the Chinese government may not perpetrate 
with impunity. — They may bamboo, torture, imprison, and 
even strangle every British subject, or seize every particle of 
British property within their power. 



SECTION III THE OBLIGATION AND INTEREST OF THE 

BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO DEMAND REDRESS. 

Ha.vin6 thus shewn the right of the British to demand redress 
from the Chinese government, let us next advert to the motives 
of duty -and interest by which the former are now called upon 
to do so. 

Passing over the large pecuniary amount requiring to be 
recovered from the Chinese government, for the three millions 
of property surrendered by illegitimate coercion, as well as the 
general obligation of the British government to protect its 

* *< The oniTeraal society of the human race being an institution of nature, that 

is, a necessary consequence of the nature of man, all men in whatsoever station 

they are placed are obliged to cultivate and discharge its duties ; they cannot dis- 

pense with it by any convention or private association.*' — Vattel Preliminaries, 
sect, 10. 

*' Since then the necessary law of nations consists in the law of nature and is 
immutable, as being founded on the nature of things, and particularly on the 
nature of man, it follows, that the necessary law of nations is immutable. 

*< Whence, as this law is immutable, and the obligations that arise from it neces- 
sary and indlspeniible, nations can neither make any changes in it by their con^ 
ventimUf nor dispense with it themselves.'* -^Ibidtyny tect, %. 
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and maintain its own just dignity among the nations, 

it ia here more especially necessary to look to the peculiar 
position of our trade at Gemton, which, instead of having been 
(like our commerce with other countries) left to the uncon- 
trolled direction of the prudence and management of the indi- 

, sa»Dd«h otviduals' engaged in it, was, b^ the special decree of Parliament, 
th.p.» withdrawn from that condition of comparative freedom, and 

I artifciaUy placed under absolute control, judicial and minis- 

terial, of a public officer, acting under royal comniisaion, and 
representing hia sovereign in China. That commission, echo- 
ing the statute on which it proceeded, invested Captain Elliot, 
OS Superintendent, with "powers and authorities on and in 
respect of the trade, to issue directions and regulations relating 
thereto, and for the government of her Majesty's subjects 
■within the said dominions ; and to impose penalties, forfeiturea, 
or imprisonment, for the breach of any sach directions or regn- 
lations." Under a special and express exercise of hia authority, 
Iji'ithuB derived, the Superintendent, as has been seen,* " did, in 
^ the name and in the behalf of her Britannic Majesty's govern- 
ment, require all her Majesty's subjects present in Canton, 
forthwith to make surrender to him, for the service ofkertaid 
Majesty a government, to be delivered over to the government 
of China, of all opium under their respective control, and to 
hold the British ships and vessels engaged in the trade of opium 
subject to his immediate direction — he in the most full and 
unreserved manner holding himself responsible for and in behalf 
of her Majestfs ffozemment, to all and each of her Majesty's 
subjects surrendering the said British-owned opium into his 
hands to be delivered over to the Chinese government." 

Without entering upon the legal question of the deputed 
power of the Superintendent, under the statute and his com- 
mission, thus to require and receive so much valuable property, 
for account of her Majesty's service, and of the consequent 
validity or nullity of the legal claim of the owners thereof, 
against the British government for its value, it seems at all 
events very clear, ihat even supposing the Superintendent to 
* £^0 L:Uh UeteuL 
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have exceeded the strict letter of his authority, the source and 
terms of that authority, as well as his general position and 
character, as representative of the British crown and govern- 
ment, were such, as fully to justify the British merchants, 
legally subjected to his official control^ in believing his demand 
upon them for the surrender of their property, to be duly and 
legally warranted ; and that they, in all good faith, making 
such surrender in obedience to his command^ might rest with 
confidence in the assurance of their safety to do so, and of the 
absolute certainty that the British government would, (if not 
itself compensate them for their loss,) at least compel the Chinese 
government to do so. The whole character, position, and con- 
duct of the Superintendent, were such as to justify this con- 
fidence on the part of the opium-owners ; and now impose upon 
the British government, a special obligation, founded on every 
consideration of justice, towards the sufferers, to compel redress 
from that quarter from which their wrongs emanated. 

It is farther an important feature of this outbreak of the 
Chinese authorities, against British property, subjects, and 
functionaries, that it does not stand alone — an isolated and un- 
precedented aggression on their part ; but is, on the contrary, 
merely, the last of a series of wrongs and insults by which owr 
commercial intercourse with China, has been from time to time 
characterised.* These results, have been the natural conse- 

* '< It is impossible to convey an idea of the insulting nature of these edicts of the 
Chinese authorities, by any means short of printing them in full, and the in« 
decencies to which they bear reference, and the gross language in which they are 
clothed, would render such a course reprehensible.*' — Holman^ Vol. IV., page 74. 

" In 1784, a Chinese having been accidentally killed, while the Lady Hughes wai 
firing a salute, and the Chinese government having demanded the innocent gcm- 
ner of the ship, he was shamefully surrendered, and strangled by the Chinese.— 
Mathesons China Trade, page 101. 

** On the arrival of Lord Napier, the first Superintendent at Canton, the Vice* 
roy refused to receive his letter, announcing his mission, unless it was sent 
through the Hong merchants. The trade was then stopped. Lord Napier's pro* 
visions were interdicted, and himself cut ofif from communication with the British 
ships of war below. His health having suffered under these harrassing circumstaii' 
ees, it became necessary to remove him from Canton. A Chinese boat, provided 
by the government, was the only, means of conveyance allo^«d» "^^^ ^v&^jan^^ 
4etained the dying nobleman five da^ qdl lYii^. ^pttiia%<a ftoai C»x^^ NA'l&MAKk^ v 
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quence, in some nieaaure,'6f the capricions, corrupt, and grasping 
character of the Chinese liuthorities at Canton ; but still more, 
of the mean and tructling disposition of the Court of Directors 
of the East India Company; the uniform principle of whose 
deportment and policy, throagh their officiaries at Canton, was, 
to avoid, by all means, even at the sacrifice of the honour and 
dignity of their country, any resistance to Ohineso exaction, 
that could possibly interrupt or disturb the steady influx o£ 
those immense profits, which their monopoly enabled them to 
extract from the consumers of the United Kingdom. Con- 
scious of the injustice, on abstract principle, of their own 
tolerated privilege, of excluding British enterprise and capital 
from the attractive field of Chinese commerce, the Lords of 
Leadenhall Street, studied to extract their extortionate revenue, 
&om the British public, as quietly as possible ; and without 
permitting any collision between their establishment in China 
and the authorities there, which might open the eyes of the 
British public, to the veiled character, in which they had art- 
fully managed, to exhibit their trade, as one tolerated out of 
mere favour for themselves, by a powerful, jealous, and capri- 
cious government ; and held, by a tie so slender, as to re- 
quire a mysterious delicacy of management, attainable only, 
under such a monopoly as their own, and utterly incompatible 
with the leas nicely regulated collisions of a more free and popu- 
lar intercourse. It was their policy, to conceal tlie value at 
which the Chinese government really estimates the commerce 
of its subjects with Europe, as being, what it really is, the beat 
guarantee for its permanent continuance. It is only on this 
hypothesis — of the jealousy of a board of avaricious mono- 
polists, for the disturbance of their gains and privileges — 
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that we can account for subralasions bo mean, to ono of the 
most feeble governments of the world* — on the part of the 
same power, which, with equal facility, has subdued the native 
iBtates of India ; and chastised into amicable neighbourhood, the 
still more warlike nations of Burmah and Aftganistan. 

Let British aubmiasions to Chinese arrogance, however, have 
originated as they may, allexperience has proved, that so far from 
calling forth from the Chinese authorities, any return of liberal 
and conciliatory feeling, they have been followed, aa might 
have been expected, with precisely the opposite result, — vrith 
renewed aggression and insult, aggravated in proportion to the 
humiliation by which they were encouraged. This is proven 
not only by the whole of our commercial intercourse with the 
Chinese, but also, by the decided and unanimous opinions of 
of the beat informed, and most disinterested authoritiea, who 
unite in reprobating the errors wo have committed by our 
truckling and abject policy.f They declare, that from the 
whole character and conduct of the Chinese authorities towards 
foreigners, the encroachment of the former will always be in 
proportion to the submission of the latter, and that the only 
principle on which our intercourse can be placed on a basis of 
justice, honour, and safety, as well aa of expansion commensu- 
rate with its vast natural capabilities,^ must be one, of prompt 
and effective resistance to every act on the part of the Chinese 
government and authorities, inconsistent with the laws and 
nsages of civilized nations, and with the honour and dignity of 
the British crown. 

* See note No. H. Appendix, pagai Sa— 39. 
-f- 9ee note No. I. Appendix, pages 2G — ItT. 

* The lestrictlona and eitortionB of the gotenunent knd aatboriliei of Chink, 
form impedimenliunsurmouiitable, to Ihe developmeat and eipanaion of Lhosa 
vast capoL ill liea, whichnatntsllyeiiM.betweenilspeoplaain] those of Great Britain, 
for Ihe advanUgeoDi exchange of eacb otber'a mutually desireij prodnclionB. Yel 
naiar can «e hope for ■ more jnat and liberal syitem of eominerdB] iatereouTM. 
until a little wholesome caMigaUon, ehall have diiested llie Chineae government 
(or morr (rujy that corrupt and tgrannltal ariitocracy of Tartar offidali which 
Bpprtti and paralyze iht inergila eflkc Chinae peopUJ. of that habitnal belief, 
in which they are absorbed, of their own celestial dcmigodBhip, aawall aa oflheir 
inaolool contempt for British subjecla, aa "red br>MUd boTbaHnns" m^-jV^ "-"> 
be in»ulfed and trampled apoo. Their t>jia mM. forrtb^ \« o^wi. «» *« ■>« 

brfr af Briuin aad ihefr own imbeciVili. 
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P.S. Since the preceding waa sent to press, auliaequent ad vices 
from China, of 9th September last, bring accounts of fresh acta 
of aggression on the part of the Chinese authorities. 1st, A 
native Chinese having been killed in a scuffle at Hong-Kong, 
in the outer waters, with some British and American seamen, 
the Superintendent refused (what from his inability to discover 
the real homicide he could not, even if he had been otherwise 
disposed, have complied with,) to deliver up some British sub- 
ject, to the Chinese authorities for strangulation. Upon this tha 
British residents were driven, by Linn, the Imperial Commia- 
aioner, from Macao, to talie refuge on board their ships at 
Hong-Kong ; although Macao is a Portuguese settlement, and 
they had been specially received under the protection of the 
governor. 2nd, Three Mandarin war-boats attacked the Bri- 
tish schooner " Black Joke " dui-ing the night, while anchored 
in the Lantao passage, massacred the crew, consisting of six 
Lascars, and dreadfully mutilated Mr. Moss, the only English- 
man on board. 3rd, Certain war-junks, commanded by Man- 
darins, opposed the embarkation, in the hay of Coalloon, of 
provisions for the British fleet, iu conseijuence of which a 
hostile collision took place between them and the British 
schooner " Pearl." 4tb, The Superintendent, by a public 
notice of the 6th September, prepared the fleet for an attack 
from Chinese Jire-ihips, of whieh he declared he " had received 
creditable information. 

His Imperial Comraissionership having thus anticipated 
Great Britain, by striking the flrst blow, in that war which 
his previous agressions had provoked, the responsibility of its 
vigorous and effective prosecution now rests with the British 
government. Should the expedition to he dispatched to China 
be thoroughly coercive ; — should it, by including a BuQicient 
military as well as a naval force, prove effective, not merely for 
the detention of Chinese shipping (for which, however ruinous 
to the native owners, their Tartar tyrants may care little), but 
also (if necessary) for the capture of Canton, or even Pekin 
taelf,— then may we be sure of complete reparation for the 
poet, as wp)} 3s of improved arrangements of our commercial 
' it/ons for the future. 
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Note No. I. 



IMPOLICY OF SUBMISSION, AND ADVANTAGES OP DECISION AND FIRM- 
NESS, IN COLLISIONS WITH THE CHINESE. 

"The East India Company, in their anxiety to secure their 
commercial interests, made sacrifices inconsistent with the honour 
of the British nation and its permanent commercial interests. It is 
humiliating, that our degradation in the eyes of China^ and the 
exactions slie inflicts upon us, are in reality self-imposed* 

In 1751, the Court of Directors authorised the supercargoes to 
hrihe the local authorities to discontinue their exactiojis I / .' Could 
they have taken a step more destructive to their own interests ? 

Mathesons Trade with China, pp, 8 — 9. 

In J 72 J, the officers of the Company's ship Cadogan, were 
seized while walking the streets of Canton, on account of the acci- 
dental death of the Hoppo's officer, hut the supercargoes having 
threatened to withdraw the trarie^ the officers were liberated, and the 
Mandarin, who committed the affiront, was degraded and bambooed. 

Ibidem, p, 10. 

"Another fatal error in the administration of the East India 
Company has been its pacific and submissive policy towards the 
Chinese. In their eagerness to secure their trade, they have made 
humiliating concessions, and acquiesced in pretensions, on the part 
of the Chmese, inconsistent with national honour. The natural 
consequence of which has been degradation in the eyes of the Chinese^ 
with additional insult and exaction — When the Court of Directors 
have been pressed by their Canton representatives, whose despatches 
detailed insults and impositions, and also representations of the 
numerous instances in which vigorous and decisive measures have 
been atten^M with complete success^ how did the Court reply ? By 
the dismissal, at one time, of the spirited Select Committee, at 
Canton, and, at another, by rebuking their impatience under insult. 
They were sternly reminded that our intercourse with China was 
exclusively commercial, and that we ought, therefore, not to resent 
treatment otherwise inconsistent with the national honour ? 

Ibidem, page 13. 

" The readiness with which they (the Chineae^ ffiM iA 9etm% 



strenuous opposiHoft, wl^le it points out the weakness of their char- 
acter, proves the prejudicial consequence ofpUant submissioR," 

Holman's tnyaijes, p. 245. 

" The Chinese calculate upon a continuance of our past forbear- 
ance and imbecility, and will make us feel at every point our abject 
dependence upon their sovereign pleasjere." 

Matheson's China Trade, p. 23. 

In 1814, the select committee at Canton write to the Directors 
thus, " Oui- only hope of preventing the recurrence of these attacks 
from the Chinese government is a firm and decided resistance." 
Again, (4th December 1814,) " The conviction of the Chinese, that 
their injustice will 7U)t he submitted to, ia the only security against 
the continuance of these attempts." Again, (6th February, 1815,} 
" On our resisting the unjust attempts of the Chinese authorities 
alana depend whether these attempts shall cease to be made'' 
Again, (18th November, 1828,) "Experiencehas proved that nothing 
can be obtained from the Chinese by concession, which only become an 
inducement to attempt fio'ther invasion of privUeges." Again, (15th 
December, 1830,) " It is repeatedly demonstrated in the history of 
OUT intercourse with Chma^thatafirmopposition to their encroachments 
prodwxsajavourable inclination towards us." Again, (inl831,) "No 
effectual remedy will be found, until it suit the purposes or policy of 
the British government to assume the attitude of dictation, which 
would readily demonstrate the weakness of government." Agun, 
(28th January, 1S30,) '' The more important the interests at et^e, 
the more do they require the protection of firmness, on vrMcb our 
hopes of security for the fiiture can be alone placed with confidence," 
Second Appendix to Report, 
pp. 487, 524, 576, 442, 444, 445. 

" The most unsafe of all courses with the Chinese government, or 
any of its functionaries, is that of quiet stdimission to insult and wrong" 

PetUia,, of Canton Merchaitti to (he Privy Council. 1B35. 

" In I7I6, a British private ship, the Anue of Madras, seized a 
junk belonging to Amoy, in satisfaction of some injuries rccdved in 
that port, in consequence of vihich, for some years afterwards, the 
exaction of the Mandaiins ceased, and tho trade Was on a muoh. 
better footing." 

Lords' Heport, 1621, p. 279. 
" Debts to the amount of nearly four millions of dollars being 
owing to British subjects, Captain Panton of Hia Majesty's ship Se» 
Horse, went to Canton, and demanding, obtained an arrangement 
for payment of the debt." 

Matlieson't ffUloriea! Outline, p. 87. 
"Tlie acts of a Viceroy will ever continue arbitrary and unjust 
ifftol resisted. The trade only requires a check on his conduct, and 
"' "vrtions of the other Mandarins at Canton, ZJleie are the senti- 
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ments held in private hy every man who has visited China the last 
twenty years. '^ 

Letter from Sir Theophilus Metcalfy chief of the factory at Canton^ 

to the court of directors in 1816. 

" A principle, which I have always co^dered most conducive to 
the company's interests in China, is perfect firmness and decision in 
all material points, which involved either national character there, or 
the interests of our conmierce. I have always seen in China, that 
what has proved injurious to our national reputation, has had an 
equally injurious effect upon commercial interest. I believe it will 
continue to remain so. 

Evidence, Charles Marjoribanksy Esq,, 
ist report of East India Company's affairs, March 1830. 

" In an affray with two Lascars, a Chinese received several stabs. 
Two other Lascars, seized near the spot, were about to be tried by 
the Chinese judges. Captain Elliot demanded delivery of the man 
to be tried by the superintendent's courts. "I felt, says he, that this 
Was one of those cases in which firm countenance and rigid adher- 
ence to my original declaration, was all I had to depend upon. I 
closed the discussion by ordering my people to prepare my boat to 
leave. At this point the men were forthwith restored^ 

Dispatch, Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston, 
dated Canton, September, 1837. 

" In 1800, a Chinese attempting to cut the cable of the Providence 
schooner was fired at, and wounded. Captain Dykfes of his Majestj^^s 
ship Madras, successfully resisted a demand of the Chinese govern- 
ment for delivery of the man who fired the gun." 

• ^ : Davies' China, Vol /., p. 79. 

^^ A tame and passive obedience to the degrading demands of this 
haughty court serve only to feed its pride, and to add absurd notions 
of its own importance.** 

Barrow, 

Leave having been refused to allow his Majesty's ships Alceste and 
Lyra to anchor at Whampoa, the former vessel proceeded on her 
way notwithstanding, and Captain Maxwell on being fired at by the 
junks, silenced them with a single shot. The Alceste was immedi- 
ately allowed to go to Whampoa,, all sorts of provisions were immedi* 
ately sent to her, while the firing uxis given out hy the Chinese autho- 
rities as a mere affair of saluting, 

Davies* China, Vol, I,, p. 103. 

^^ In 1807 and J821, serious discussions and interruptions of trade 
occurred in consequence of the Chinese demanding the surrender of 
Englishmen to suffer death in retaliation for the loss of the lives of 
natives in affrays with English sailors. On both occasions the firm- 
ness of the Supercargoes induced the Chinese to desist from their 
demands." 
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FEEBIGNIKS IW THE CEJNEBE ajVEHNMENT. 

The weakness of the Chinese government, being here assumed, 
the following arn aiibjoined, as a few of the many authorities whioh 
might be adduced in that point. There is generosity and magna- 
nimity enough, in the public feeling, and in the goTernment of Great 
Britain, to prevent the latter, from bullying and oppresrang a forsign 
state, on any calculation of its inability to offer effective resistance 
Far from us, be the day, when the foreign pohcy of thia oountiy 
shall he governed by any other principles, than those of liberality and 
justice — but, on the other band, submission to insult and wrong, com- 
mitted by a foreign state, merely on the ground of its weakness, 
were a quixotic act of forbearance scarcely to be expected. 

Captain John M'Kay, commander of a ship in the coasting trade 
of China, from 1820 to 1829, examined, declares : " That the coast 
of China generallj', is in a bad stale of military dafisce ; the greatest 
nwmber of troops lie ever saw was about 500, in a mandarin s train. 
They were dressed in red calico jackets, with a large bamboo hal^ 
woooden shoes, some with bows and arrows, and souie with match- 
locks and spears. A Serjeant's pirt^ of EngliiHi troops would haw 
made the whole run away. Their forts arc in a state of delapidation. 
Their guns being honeycombed, were dangerous to fire ; and lieing 
laid between two pieces of wooil, coTild only he Jired in a straight 



6th Report of Evidence. \3lh Mmi, 1B30, 

Qualioae, 4522 and 4528. 

Walter Davidson, merchant, Canton, declares : " That one mode 
of obtaining redress of grievances was, for a great collection of people 
forcing their way through the city gate to the Viceroy's pnlace, when 
their letter of grievance would be taken, to get rid of them." 
•2nd Repor: of Evidence, \Blli March. 1830. 

Question 4603. 

" In 1635, Courteen's association sent out Captain "Weddell to 
establish a trade at Canton. The Chinese having fired at hb barge 
when going on shore, his fleet, consisting of three smaU merchant 
vessels, and a pinnace took a position before the castle, whence the 
Chinese discharged many balk at them, before they could bring a 
piece of ordnance to bear. Captain "Weddell perceiving tjie courage 
of the Chinese to fail, landed about 100 men, at sight of whom, they, 
in great confusion, abandoned the fort, the English entering, and 
planting on the walls the British flag. The result was, his obtaining 
a patent for free trade, with liberty to fortify any place out of the 

Milhesun's Hitlariral Ontline. 
"In 1781, Captain M'Lary, master of a country ship of Bengal, 
stopped a eloop on her way from Macao to Manilla, and was impri- 
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soned by the Portuguese. Sometime after his liberation, when his 
ship was lying at Whampoa, in company with another vessel under 
Dutch colours, news arrived of. a war tetween England and Hol- 
land, upon which he seized upon the Dutchman as a prize, and be- 
gan to take her out of the river, notwithstanding a demand of the 
Chinese government for her restitution. The Chinese attempted 
with troops to prevent his doing so, but could not." 

Davies* China, Vol /., pp. 67, 68. 

" In 1784, a gun firing a salute from the Lady Hughes accidentally 
killed a Chinese — delivery of the man wlio had fired the gun was de- 
manded by the government, enforced by bombastic threats and a 
shew of force. The boats of several ships were manned and armed 
to resist the demand. Upon this, the Chinese, by stratagem, man- 
aged to get the man into their power, and strangled him ; but the 
shew of resistance previously made^ had frighten^ the Chinese from 
attempting to accomplish their object h^/ force" 

Ibidem, 

" Limahon was one of the most formidable of those pirates, who 
have, at different times, infested the coast of China, and aspired even 
to the rank of maritime scvsreigns. After the empire had suffered 
severely hy his ravages^ the government assembled so great a naval 
force, that he withdrew from the coast to Manilla.*' 

Davies' China, Vol, Lt P* 191. 

*' Some assistance of the Portuguese to the Chinese in suppressing 
piracy enabled the former to obtain their possession of Macao." 

Ibidem, Vol, /., 191. 

*' Tlie Chinese government seems to possess little power to put 
down smuggling." 

Evidence of Charles Marjoribanks, Ksq,^ 
\st Report, March, 1830. 

"Between 1806 and 1810, the Ladrones, a body of pirates, defied 

the Chinese government^ levied contributions on most of the towns 

along the coast^ and spread terror up the river to the neighbourhood 

of Canton,*' 

Davies* China, Vol, I,, page 85. 

" The Tartar troops form a standing army of about 80,000, besides 

the local militia spread through the provinces ; but this is such a 

ragged and undisciplined rout, as to be fit for little more than police 

purposes." 

Davies^ China, Vol. I., page 225. 

" The Chinese troops are not comparable to our troops in Europe, 
either for courage or discipline, and are easily disordered and put to 
the rout. Besides, the Chinese are naturally effeminate, and the 
Tartars are almost become Chinese* 
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" The Chinese at one moment adopt language pregnant with dire- 
ful import ; and at the ne.Tt, ifmcoanteriS by eten athow ofterioHt 
resUtancf, sink into the wutrc iffnowiittiotu submisiion, and resort to 
ridiculouB subterfuges, in order to escape from the conBequencea of 
their own folly and audacity.'' 

3»d Appendix, Lords' Report, p. 423. 

" I have always entertained but one opinion, that we have treated 
the Chinese tcith too much forbearance. They have all the brag- 
gart, aa well as all the recreant qualities of cowardice. If we were 
to make a decided demonstration of hostility, wo should speedily 
obtain all that we require at tlicir hands. They ore unifonnly over- 
bearing and insulting to all those in their power, but cringing and 
abject to thera who exhibit determination ta retist them " 

Holmaai rosaffei, Tot IF., p. 109. 

" A glimpse of one or two of our men of war stationed off the 
coast of China would send a thrill of consternation titrougb the 
whole empire, and do more to incline the Chinese to the dictates of 
reason and justice, than centimes of temporising and submunoti to 

AratAeson'i China, p, 63. 

" In 1782, large sums being due by the Chinese, which could not 
he recovered from them, the British creditors applied to Admiral 
Vernon for assistance, to coerce paj-ment- A frigate was dispatched 
to China, which produced an edict from the emperor, ordering liqui- 
dations of the debts, which were recovered-" 

liidemupp. 66,66. 

" In 1830, the Viceroy threatened to seize Mrs. Bayne, the wife 
of the senior supercargo, when 150 armed seamen, with two 
great guns, were ordered up to protect the factory. Tlicre was then 
given a written assurance, that the lady should not be molested." 

MathemiCi China, pa^t lOG. 

"In 1825, thirty-seven foreigners, in order to obtain relief of cer- 
tain exftOtions, forced their way into Canton, to obtain an audience 
of the Viceroy. Mandarins coUected troops to surround and intimi- 
date them. This failing, a pledge was then given, that the exactions 
should be discontinued — and the invaders of Canton walked quietly 
home." 

Matheson'i China, page 108. 

" In 1807, some British sailors having been drinking in a spirit 
shop, quarrelled with the Chinese, upon which, the sailors were 
cononed to their quarters. But the Chinese having assembled in 
great numbers before the factory, and pelted the gates, tlie sailors 
sallied out on the mob, and scattered them in an instant. One Chi- 
nese having been hurt, a demand of the government for delivery of 
the offender wot ntcce^ifulhj remted," 

Davits China, ''..t. I. p. 98. 




" The long and suooessful resistance of tbe Meaon-tse, a nee of 
barbarians on the motmtain parts of the interior of China itself, and 
their indopondence at tlio present tjme, stlest the -weaknetg of the 
Ckineie viilitary retrjurcee. Their troops are seldom employed in 
anything more formidable than the euppression of a revolt in some 
starving province, and engaged, as it were, in fighting with shadows. 
The Canton troops, in 1832, were defeattd by the monntaineere on 
the borders, and in fact, proved ullerlff teorthleit. The long and 
successful career of tbe pliatea, who were, after all, subdued onlj/ it/ 
tie hottourg conferred, im their chiefs, as the price of their Bubroission, 
is BufBcient evidence on tbe point. The abuses and malversation in 
the funds for the provision of soldiers, appear to be frequent, and 
there is reason to suppose that the assumed militia of China are little 
better than men of straw. During our embassy in 1816, edicts or- 
dained tbe troops should wear an imposing aspect. On approach- 
ing a town or station, numbers of fellows might be seen laden with 
jackets, and accoutrements clapped on Uieir iacksfor the occasion. 
Very few mounted soldiers were seen by either of our embassies, and 
whatever be their actual amount, they are said to be nearly all Tar- 
tars. Tbe most common uniform of the military is a jacket of blue, 
turned up with red, or red bordered, white over a long blue petticoat. 
The principal arms of the cavalry are bows and arrows, theirawords 
are generally ill made, and their matchlocks, considered by them- 
selves inferior to their bows and arrows, and from their make per- 
haps really so. The military oHicera are subject to corporal pun- 
ishment. Courage is not considered as a merit in Chinese tactics. 
They have a majim that rash and arrogant soldiers must be defeated, 
Dories' Chiiie. Vol. I., pp. 225—233. 

" The government dock-yards, a short distance below the foreign 
factories, seem continually engaged in bnilding or repairing the 
vessels of the eniperor'a squadron, the inefficiency of which, airainst 
European ships, the Chinese never pretend to dispute. The land 
force about Canton is estimated at 7,000, and a considerable portion 
of these aie mere police." 

Daviei China, Vol. It., p. 34. ' 

" TJie batteries at the mouth of tbe river contain 1 13 momited 
guns; hnt in 1816, they were passed by the.Alceete: and in 1834, by 
the Imogen and Anttomache, two 28 gun frigates, ■without difficulty. 
In tbe last instance, instead of sinking the ships, as the batteries 
ought to have done, the whole damage, in two days' firing, was two 
men killed, half a dozen wounded, and a few ropes shot away- The 
ship passed within two bimdred yards of the fort. The emperor's 
edict relating to this last affair exclaimed; "It meow that all the 
fhrls are erected in vain, they cannot heat bach two barbarian ships — 
is ridicxdoin —detestable." 

David- aCnii, Vol, 1I.,vi-.Vj— ^-ft- 



" On the 9th August, 1816, a salute to the ambassador, on Iria 
landing at the mouth afi the Pta' Hb, waa fired from n fortification 
on the southern side ; the fffuns-were l/tmst into the ground, andfired 
perpendicularly in the air, to avoid, os tlie Chinese told us, the pom- 
bititjf nf any accident. The fort exactly resembled those showy 
oostlea we see painted on China ware, and was about as large as 
those redoubtable strung places introduced in Astley'a amphitheatre. 
The mihtary drawn up to salute the aiJibaasador ns he passed, were 
quite in character witli the fortress; the greater number being 
armed with bowa and arrows, while many carried nothing but 
spears, to the ends of which were fixed small flags, and eight or 
tea fortnidahle warriors strutted in front with match-lochs on their 
shoulders." 

HallS royagt. 

" Captain Slaswell, after waiting for the chop, or pemiiaaion to 
enter the river, which had been promised, anchored the Alceste a few 
milea below the Booca Tigris. Here seventeen large man-of-war jiinis 
were drawn up in line of battle, to oppose hisfurtlter progress, whiie 
the numerous batteries nlong the shore were filled with men. When 
the Alceate had nearly reached the entrance, and was almost within 
range of the battery of Annnhoy, the wind died, rendering it neces- 
sary to drop anchor. Tho Chinese fleet likewise brought up, bat 
continued briskly firing away. Captain Maxwell, who had pre- 
viously taken no notice of this wai'like demonstration, loaded one of 
the quarter deck guus, a 32 pound carronaile, and having directed it 
80 that the shot passed over the centre of the com man der-in-chi el's 
junk, the efiect waa inatantaneous, and most ludicrous. The creWB, 
not only of this vessel, but of the whole line, fell fiat on their facta, 
wftile the admiral himself, was seen, for a moment, taking a leap into 
tbu air, and then lying prostrate on the deck. Same evening a 
breeze liaving sprung up, and the Alceste having steered through the 
bogue, the batteries upon both sides of the river immediately opened, 
vrith all their gims. 

" When within half mrisket shot of the Ananhoy battery, the 
Alceste's cuna very speedily put out all John Chinaman's lights. Tha 
Viceroy immediately recovered his good breeding. A mandarin wae 
sent tn say that the Alceste, and also the Lyra, might pass and repass 
the fort when I pleased. On the first broadside from the Atcesta 
into t!ie battery, the Chinese scampered ofi' to the right and left of 
the hill, each with a paper lantern in hia hand. 

" while the AJ^este was thus employed, the Lyra, of ten guna, 
had proceeded within a mile or two of Macao, where she was sur- 
rounded at some distance by ftar wai-junhs, evidently sent to watch 
her. This fleet no sooner heard of the engagement between the 
Alceste and tho batteries, than they all weighed anchor in the «(- 
most hurrt/ and confusion, as ifthepigmg Li/ra iMl going to swallovt 
those gtai:ts up ; and without waiting for order of battle, or any order 
at aU, raa off as hard and as fast as thei could scamper, out of olit 
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reach, into the inner harbour of MAcao, where they crowded them- 
selves together like, sheep, Mjid moyeiii^ a compaet body, actually 
touching one another." 

HalVs Voyage, 

*' The disdain which is entertained towards tiie sons of Han, by 
the people of the west, is, in my opinion, founded almost entirely 
upon their unwarUke cowardly character. 

^^ The art of war in the celestial empire is probably at as low an ebb 
as it possibly can be. The general aiming more, to overcome by inti- 
midation and corruption, than by force of arms. The military tactics 
seem to consist mainly in placing the soldiers in curious positions, 
and at every evolution to make them " poussi un grand cri," to the 
sound of the tambour. 77ie navy is even more contemptible than the 
army / whole fleets of men-of-war having b en hnown to fly before a 
single unarmed foreign merdiantman. Their arms are badly made, 
the cannon formed of base metal, and ill cast ; and the gunpowder 
so weak, that the cannon balls appear often to fall out of the mouth 
of the guns." 

The Fanqui in China, Vol III., pp. 324, 325. 

"There have been, Within a few years, four rebellions in all, of which 
the insurgents have been either brottght over, as in the case of the 
Canton pirates, or taken by treachery, after the imperial troops have 
sustained the most signal defeats. The Tartar conquest of China was, 
in fact, a mere march into an unresisting country, or the seizure of 
opposing chieftains by stratagem, or through the corruption of their 
followers," 

Address by a Visitor to China, in 1836, pp. 103, 104. 

" During the discussions with Lord Napier, the Chinese prepara- 
tions against the expected approach of the boat's crews of two fri- 
gates at Canton, were such, as by any other nation, would have been 
adopted only under apprehension of invasion by a powerful army. 
With a dozen of marines for his personal guard. Lord Napier could 
not be forced from his house at Canton, by all the expedients that 
were resorted to for the purpose. Among other defensive prepara- 
tions, the Chinese attempted to place troops and guns for the defence 
of Macao ; but the Portuguese governor having threatened to open 
his batteries upon them as intruders, they withdrew from the attempt,'* 

Ibidem. 

^*0n landing, Mr. Gutsdaffand two or three other Europeans, found 
an armed force drawn up along the shore. The soldiers had match- 
locks and burning matches ready for a volley,—- a Tartar general had 
placed himself in a temple to superintend the operations. Being 
accustomed to the sight of Chinese batteries, which seldom do hurt, 
and knowing that the matchlocks are not made to hit, they passed 
the formidable line in peace. The soldiers retreated, and the crowd 
of people in the rear being very dense, a great part of the camp was 

overrun, so that the tents fell to the ground.'' 

Lind&a\) and GuUXaJf* V«^^^e. 
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" A OhineBe admiral hdnmg run foul of the ship, and tben, i 
spite of all remonstraiicG, Itbgo hi&flP<^oc so close Hstem, that the 
same accident was sure to recur on the change of the tide, Mr. Lind- 
say sent his launch, with ten men and two officers, to cut the Jvnh'i 
cable. There were no arms whatever in the boat, except two short 
axes. The launch airived alon^de at the moment the junk, let go 
her second anchor ; and Mr. Simpson, the second mate, and the 

Tinner, jumped en board with axea in their hands, followed by Mr. 

auncey and another man, totally unarmed. On seeing them sons 
on deck, the Chinese crew, tn number forty or fifty, were seized with 
such a panic, that one simultaneous rieh teas made Jorimrd ; tome 
ran helaw, some over Ike bows ; several leaped headforemost into the 
water, and the party nffour were left in possession of the deck ; the 
only persons to bo Been on deck were the admiral and his personal 
servant, both of whom seemed in the greatest state of alairo. Thia 
was unattended with any unpleasant circumstances, nor did it in 
the least interrupt the ^endJy intercourse with the Mandarins ] 
on the contrary, it appeared to increase the estimation in which the 
foreigners were held; and one very satisfactory result was, that 
from that day no war junks were anchored within haf a mile, ex- 
cepting when they came Co Miife." 

" To prevent the Amherst from entering the Woo Sung rivers 
in which stands Shang Hae, all the military and naval force, 
of the neighbourhood were put in requisition — tents were erected, 
and great guns without carriagea, were placed along on each side of 
the river ; and to make the display still more imposing, a row of 
mud heaps, in the form of tents, were thrown up, and then white- 
washed, and, finally, fifteen imperial junks stationed themselves in. 
the mouth of the river, but the Amherst contemptuously passed be- 
tween those formidable lines, aud anchored some tony up the river. In 
more than one instance, did the imperial officers prostrate themselves 
and offer to perform the Ko-tow. Similar examples, without num- 
ber, of the pusillanimity of the Chinese, in a military point of view, 
might be instanced, and some from Ihe writer's personal observfttion. 
These are not alluded to vrith a view of inciting to attompt to con- 
quest or unjust aggression of any sort, but to show how little room 
there is to apprehend^ that in the peformanco of the duty imposed on 
our country, of vindicating her insulted dignity, resort to actual hoH- 
tilities will be necessary. There is not in the history of the last two 
hundred years, a single instance in which European troops have been 
attacked by the Chinese, however great the disparity of numbers. 
Addreia by a fiiilor to China, pp. 106—7. 

" Suppose British operations to consist of an embargo along the 

coast, a small squadron being stationed near the entrance of the four 

jirincipaJ seaports. Canton, Arnoy, Shangjiae vsA Teensin. The 



r r 



APPENDIX^ 35 



English, in general, are but little awmre of/what vast importance the 
coasting trade is to China, n^^ has^ tsitir^ly dependent on it for the 
very necessaries of life some parts of China are. The province of 
Fokein, for instance, draws a great portion of rice for its consump- 
tion from the fertile island of Formosa, which is not inaptly termed 
one of the granaries of China. While anchored in that port, in 
April, 1832, 1 daily saw from ten to twenty large junks of from 300 
to 500 tons burden, enter the harbour, laden with rice and sugar. I 
caused the vessels to be counted, and, in the course of seven days, no 
less than four hundred junks, varying from 100 to 300 tons, entered 
the port. The greater part were coasting vessels, from Mwanchow, 
Tartary, laden with various sorts of grain, but among them were 
many junks from the Straits, bringing valuable cargoes. 

" The trade at Teensin I do not imagine to be so extensive, but its 
vicinity to the capital, not being above fifty miles from Pekin, and 
the alarm and anxiety which would consequently be excited, would 
render our operations there of the highest importance and would 
greatly conduce towards bringing them to a speedy conclusion. The 
result of these proceedings would, within a very short period, have 
annihilated all vestiges of a naval force along the coast of China, and 
have placed in our power thousands of native merchant vessels. The 
Chinese coast presents facilities for such operations beyond any other 
in the world, being studded with numerous islands, in many of which 
as well as on the main land, are long narrow bays with deep water, 
in which any number of vessels might be deposited, and the exit 
guarded by a single man-of-war or armed merchant vessel. Two or 
three such depots might be formed, the vessels moored therein, the 
crews landed, with the exception of a few men in each to take care 
of their property, and then would be the time freely to circulate 
printed papers recapitulating the grievances we had to complain of, 
the demands we made, and stating that the moment they were 
granted, peace would be restored, and all the junks in our possession 
would be liberated safe and uninjured, this would have the double 
good e£Pect of proving that our moderation was equal to our success, 
and would render every person, directly or indirectly, interested in 
the Chinese property in our power." 

Letter to Viscount Palmerston on British Relations with China, 
6y H, Hamilton Lindsay, (1836,) pp. 15->17. 
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